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MAY CROWNING
A REFLECTION ON A MARIAN CELEBRATION
BY ELIZABETH KELLY

IT 1S MY FIRST “CATHOLIC” MEMORY AND MY FIRST MEMORY AS A CATHOLIC:
MAY CROWNING. THE SONGS ARE STILL—AND ALWAYS—IN MY HEAD.

HAIL, HOLY QUEEN ENTHRONED ABOVE, OH MARIA.
HAIL, MOTHER OF MERCY AND OF LOVE, OH MARIA.
TRIUMPH ALL YE CHERUBIM, SING WITH US YE SERAPHIM.
HEAVEN AND EARTH RESOUND THE HYMN.

SALVE, SALVE, SALVE REGINA.

I WISH THAT ALL CHILDREN WERE WELCOMED INTO THE FOLD OF CATHOLIC
FAITH WITH THE INNOCENCE AND TENDERNESS OF SINGING SERAPHIM, WITH
A MOTHER OF MERCY AND LOVE.

ONE OF THE DEFINING ASPECTS OF BEING CATHOLIC IS DEVOTION TO MARY. I
FAVOR NO MARIAN CELEBRATION MORE HIGHLY THAN MAY CROWNING, THE
FEAST THAT RECOGNIZES MARY AS QUEEN OF HEAVEN AND EARTH. TO A
PERSON OF ANY AGE, THIS IS A MIGHTY BIG TITLE, BUT TO A CHILD OF FIVE OR
SIX OR SEVEN, IT EXPANDS TO ENCHANTING, MAGICAL PROPORTIONS. HOW
MANY QUEENS DOES ONE GET A CHANCE TO MEET IN A LIFETIME, MUCH LESS
CROWN?

THUS, PREPARING FOR THE MAY CROWNING PROCESSION EACH SPRING AT ST.
RAPHAEL'S, THE CHURCH OF MY CHILDHOOD, WAS A MONUMENTAL AND JOYFUL
TASK. MY IMAGINATION MAY BE FILLING IN SOME OF THE DETAILS, BUT THIS
IS WHAT I REMEMBER MOST. WE PRACTICED “IMMACULATE MARY” AND “HAIL,
HOLY QUEEN” UNTIL WE KNEW THE LYRICS BY HEART. WE GIRLS PUT ON OUR
SPRING DRESSES AND WHITE TIGHTS, THE BOYS THEIR SCRATCHY SUNDAY
SHIRTS AND TIES. WE PRACTICED “PROCESSING” WITH DIGNITY AND GRACE
AND WITH AS FEW WIGGLES AND SQUIRMS AS OUR YOUNG BODIES COULD
MANAGE. SOME LUCKY SECOND-GRADE GIRL WOULD BE CHOSEN TO CROWN
MARY, NOT BASED ON MERIT, BUT RATHER BASED ENTIRELY ON WHETHER SHE
FIT INTO THE DRESS ONE OF THE LOCAL WOMEN HAD MADE FOR THE CEREMONY
MANY YEARS EARLIER.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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FEASTS FOR MAY

THE FEASTS ON THE GENERAL ROMAN CALENDAR CELEBRATED DURING THE MONTH OF MAY ARE:

1 JOSEPH THE WORKER, OPT. MEM.

2 ATHANASIUS, MEMORIAL

3 PHILIP AND JAMES, APOSTLES, FEAST

5 SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, SUNDAY

10 DAMIEN DE VEUSTER (USA); JOHN OF AVILA, OPT.
MEM.

12 ASCENSION SUNDAY oR THE SEVENTH SUNDAY
OF EASTER, SOLEMNITY

13 OUR LADY OF FATIMA, OPT. MEM.

14 MATTHIAS, APOSTLE, FEAST

15 ISIDORE THE FARMER (USA), OPT. MEM.

18 JoHN I, OPT. MEM.

19 PENTECOST, SOLEMNITY

20 BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, MOTHER OF THE CHURCH;
BERNARDINE OF SIENA, MEMORIAL

21 CHRISTOPHER MAGALLANES & COMPANIONS, OPT.
MEM.

22 RITA OF CASCIA; EMBER WEDNESDAY, OPT. MEM.

25 BEDE; GREGORY VII; MARY MAGDALENE DE PAzzI;
EMBER SATURDAY, OPT. MEM.

26 TRINITY SUNDAY, SOLEMNITY

27 AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY, OPT. MEM.

31 VISITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, FEAST

THE FEASTS OF ST. DAMIEN DE VUESTER (MAY 10), ST.
NEREUS & ACHILLEUS, ST. PANCRAS (MAY 12), AND ST.
PHILIP NERI (MAY 26), ARE SUPERSEDED BY THE SUNDAY
LITURGY. THE SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION (MAY 8) 1S
CELEBRATED ON MAY 12 (SUNDAY) IN MOST DIOCESES IN
THE UNITED STATES. O

Litany of the Love of God
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GoD TOUCHED ME

Publish his glorious deeds among the nations.
Tell everyone about the amazing things he does. — 1 Chronicles 16.:24

For I know the plans that I have for you, declares the Lord,
plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.

- Jeremiah 29:11

HoOPE AND SAINT JOSEPH, THE WORKER
By Debbie Lorenzo, a devotee

SINCE MY MOTHER PASSED AWAY, I HAVE BEEN LIVING ALL
ALONE. I HAVE A JOB AND MAKE A MEAGER AMOUNT. My
MOTHER LEFT ME THE HOUSE THAT SHE OWNED AND I HAVE
CONTINUED TO MAKE THE MORTGAGE PAYMENT. OUR LORD
GOD HAS BEEN AN AWESOME GOD BECAUSE HE HAS ALWAYS
PROVIDED AT THE RIGHT TIME.

ABOUT A MONTH AGO, I WOKE UP IN THE
MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT, HEARING THE WIND
HOWLING AND I COULD HEAR SOME SCRAPING
SOUNDS ON MY ROOF. I WAS AFRAID THAT
THE ROOF WOULD CAVE IN. WHAT WOULD I
DO? I CANNOT EVEN CLIMB UP THE ROOF TO
CHECK IT OUT. THEN, I REMEMBERED
SOMEONE TELL ME THAT IN TIMES LIKE THIS,
WE SHOULD ASK FOR THE INTERCESSION OF
ST. JOSEPH. HE HAS PROVIDED FOR THE
HoLYy FAMILY SO I ASKED HIM FOR THIS
SINCE I WOULD NOT KNOW WHAT TO DO IN
CASE THE ROOF CAVED IN. AFTER PRAYING,
I JUST GAVE ALL MY TRUST TO GOD THAT HE
WILL LISTEN TO MY PLEA THROUGH SAINT
JOSEPH.

THAT MORNING, I IMMEDIATELY WENT
OUTSIDE TO SEE WHAT HAPPENED DURING
THE NIGHT. ON THE GROUND, I SAW SEVERAL PIECES OF
LOOSE SHINGLES, SO I WENT TO PICK THEM UP. WHILE DOING
THIS, I NOTICED A LADDER ON THE SIDE OF OUR HOUSE
WHICH WAS NEVER THERE BEFORE. WHEN I LOOKED UP AT
THE ROOF, I SAW MY NEIGHBOR’S HUSBAND CHECKING OUT
MY ROOF AND DOING A LITTLE REPAIR. I THOUGHT TO
MYSELF, “THANK YOU, SAINT JOSEPH FOR YOUR
INTERCESSION, AND THANK YOU, GOD, FOR YOUR DIVINE
PROVIDENCE.” I FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT GOD HAS SENT MY

KIND NEIGHBOR TO HELP ME, A FEMALE, SENIOR AT THAT,
LIVING ALL BY HERSELF.

THE NEXT DAY, A FEMALE FRIEND WHO MOST WOULD SAY IS
NOT A BELIEVER, CALLED TO INVITE ME TO HAVE LUNCH AT
THE CASINO. DURING LUNCH, WE TALKED
ABOUT MY EXPERIENCE DURING THE STRONG
WIND. SHE GAVE ME A PHONE NUMBER TO
CALL. IT WAS A GOVERNMENT OFFICE THAT
HELPS SENIORS IN LOW INCOME AREAS. WE
CALLED AND THEY IMMEDIATELY RESPONDED,
WENT TO THE HOUSE TO CHECK IT OUT AND
NOW WE ARE WAITING FOR THE APPROVAL SO
THAT THEY CAN FIX MY ROOF. THEY ARE
OPTIMISTIC THAT I WOULD QUALIFY FOR THE
SAID ASSISTANCE. THANK YOU GOD AND
SAINT JOSEPH!

MEANWHILE, BACK TO MY FRIEND WHO I HAD
LUNCH WITH. AFTER LUNCH, SHE PLAYED
THE SLOT MACHINES. SHE WON $400 AND
SHE GAVE ME SOME MONEY — ANOTHER
DIVINE PROVIDENCE.

I THANK GOD, THROUGH THE INTERCESSION
OF SAINT JOSEPH, THAT HE HAS HELPED ME
TURN THIS UNFORTUNATE INCIDENCE OF MY
ROOF, INTO A HOPEFUL JOURNEY BECAUSE HE HAS SENT HIS
ANGELS ON EARTH TO HELP ME GET THROUGH. MY LIFE HAS
BEEN A LOT OF LOWS MATERIALLY BUT AS LONG AS I DO MY
BEST ACCORDING TO HIS WILL, I AM FULLY CONVINCED THAT
HE WATCHES OVER ALL OF US, AND PROVIDES IN HIS TIME.
WE JUsT NEED TO TRUST HIM. IN THESE WORDS, I LIVE
BY: “THERE GO I, AND IT IS BY THE GRACE OF GOD THAT I
HAVE COME TO REALIZE ALL THAT HAS PASSED. Now I AM
VERY HOPEFUL.” O
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"Astonished Lack of Understanding" —
What Jesus Did!

O heartlight”

Then [Jesus] climbed into the boat, and the wind
stopped. [The disciples] were totally amazed, for
they still didn't understand the significance of the
miracle of the loaves. Their hearts were too hard to
take it in. — Mark 6:51-52

Key Thought:

The disciples couldn't get it! Maybe they wouldn't get
it! Only God could feed a multitude out of such a
small collection of bread and fish. [ Only God could
still a storm and bring the boat to immediate safety
at the intended destination. [ Jesus was God with
them. Faith in him opened the door to what was not
humanly possible. Yet, even with what the disciples
saw, they found it hard truly to believe in Jesus as
the Son of God. By human standards, he was simply
too good to be true!

[1] Mark 6:35-44.
[2] John 6:18-21.

Today's Prayer:
O LorD God, my righteous Father, please help me

overcome my pockets of weak faith and my areas of
lacking belief. In Jesus' name. Amen.

“I am your Mother Mary. Continue praying and
invoking the Holy Spirit that all that’s
happening to the world and America will
change. God is watching and will help America
and the world if you will open your hearts
before God Almighty. My immaculate heart is
with you. My beads of rosary have a lot of
ammunitions to destroy the enemy that’s
penetrating your land.”

Mary, Queen of the Holy Rosary.
04202024
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MAY CROWNING — A REFLECTION ...

THE REST OF THE CHILDREN AT ST. RAPHAEL'S WERE
ASSIGNED A VERY SIMPLE BUT VERY IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE
PROCESSION: WE WERE EACH
CHARGED WITH BRINGING ONE
FLOWER TO PLACE AT MARY’S FEET.
WE WOULD LITERALLY COVER THE
AREA AROUND HER IN FLOWERS,
PRETTY MUCH THE MOST CHARMING
AND ROMANTIC EXPRESSION MY
YOUNG HEART COULD IMAGINE. I
TOOK ON THE SELECTION OF MY
FLOWER WITH ZEAL! IT WAS
SERIOUS BUSINESS, NOT TO BE
DASHED OFF QUICKLY. THE
CONSIDERATION REQUIRED TIME
AND PRECISION; LIKE YOUNG
PARENTS TRYING TO NAME THEIR
FIRSTBORN CHILD, I THOUGHT
ABOUT THE FUTURE OF THE
FLOWER. HOW WOULD IT LOOK LYING
PROSTRATE AS IT WAS BUNCHED
WITH ALL THE OTHER LOCAL FLORA
OF THE SEASON? WOULD IT HOLD ITS
SHAPE, ITS SCENT, ITS CROWNING
BEAUTY? WOULD IT BE WORTHY?

SPRING CAME LATE TO RURAL

MINNESOTA. IN THE MONTH OF MAY, TULIPS WERE THE
FIRST FLOWERS TO SPRING FROM THE PATCH OF GARDEN IN
FRONT OF OUR GARAGE. MY MOTHER (HER NAME ALSO
MARY) PLANTED THEM. AS A FIVE-YEAR-OLD, I HOVERED
OVER THAT PATCH OF FLORA, EXAMINING EACH EARLY BUD
WHILE MY LARGE AND LOUD FAMILY WAITED IMPATIENTLY
IN THE CAR. FINALLY, MY MOTHER, WHO OFTEN BORE THE
BRUNT OF MY FAMILY’S SIZE AND VOLUME AND IMPATIENT
ENERGY, SAID, “JUST HURRY UP AND PICK ONE.”

IT WAS A STRAIN TO MAKE A CHOICE UNDER SUCH DURESS,
BUT I FINALLY SETTLED ON ONE PINK AND ONE YELLOW
TULIP—ONE FLOWER FOR THE VIRGIN MARY, AND ONE
FLOWER FOR MY MOTHER, MARY. SCRUBBED AND DRESSED,
WITH TIGHTS PULLED UP, AND ARMED WITH MY TWO PRIZED
TULIPS, I JOINED MY BROTHER AND SISTERS IN THE
BACKSEAT OF OUR BROWN-PANELED STATION WAGON, AND
DAD DROVE US OFF TO ST. RAPHAEL'S.

ONCE THERE, AND WITH AS MUCH PAGEANTRY AND POMP AS
A FARMING COMMUNITY CHURCH COULD MUSTER, WE
PROCESSED AWAY, SINGING OUR "“AVE MARIA” AND
CROWNING OUR MARY WHILE THE ANGELS KEPT US

COMPANY. I IMAGINED ANGELS TURNED OUT IN ESPECIALLY
BIG NUMBERS FOR MARIAN EVENTS, THOSE “SINGING
SERAPHIM” THAT SEEMED OFTEN TO APPEAR IN MARY'S
SONGS. I STILL THINK OF THAT CHURCH AS FILLED WITH
ANGELS, COUNTRY ANGELS, ANGELS MEANT TO PROTECT
COUNTRY PEOPLE, WHOSE DAYS WERE
SPENT IN LABOR OVER SOIL AND CROPS
AND BARNYARD ANIMALS. SIMPLE
ANGELS FOR  SIMPLE  PEOPLE,
SCRUBBED SQUEAKY-CLEAN FOR MARY
AND THE MASS. I STILL REMEMBER THE
AROMA OF FLOWERS, THE COOLNESS
OF THE SPRING AIR, THE LIGHTNESS OF
SPIRIT THAT LINGERED. THE PROMISE
OF EVERYTHING MADE NEW.

MAY CROWNING MARKED A NEW

SPIRITUAL SEASON. OUR MARY, QUEEN

OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, LIFTED US
RIGHT OUT OF THE LAST LONG, COLD
DAYS OF WINTER AND FIRMLY
PLANTED OUR HEARTS IN THE WARM
AND PROMISING SOIL OF SPRING.

I WILL BE FOREVER GRATEFUL TO THE
CHURCH FOR BRINGING ME MARY,
AND GRATEFUL TO MARY FOR
BRINGING ME HER SON. FOR THAT
WAS MY ROUTE. I MIGHT NOT HAVE
DISCOVERED THE GAZE OF JESUS IF I
HAD NOT FIRST FELT THE MATERNAL,
NURTURING, AND SAFE EMBRACE OF MY MOTHER IN HEAVEN.
THAT’S WHY WE CROWN HER ON OUR CATHOLIC VERSION
OF MOTHER’S DAY. THAT'S WHY I HOVERED OVER THE
TULIPS IN FRONT OF THE GARAGE LOOKING FOR JUST THE
RIGHT ONE. THROUGH MARY, I BECAME ENAMORED OF THE
HOLY FAMILY. THROUGH MARY, I WAS INVITED INTO THE
CATHOLIC FOLD. IT WAS HER FEMININE PRESENCE AND THE
SAFETY OF HER MOTHERHOOD THAT HELPED ME GROW. MY
CHILD'S HEART WAS SO FULL OF LOVE FOR MY MOTHER IN
HEAVEN AND UNDERSTOOD ALREADY WHAT MY HEAD COULD
NOT YET KNOW: MARY WOULD BRING ME TO JESUS. THE
GROWING WOULD BE TOWARD JESUS, FOR JESUS, WITH
JESUS. THROUGH MARY, JESUS WAS BROUGHT TO YOU AND
TO ME. SHE WAS DELIVERED UP LIKE AN INNOCENT, PERFECT
SPRING FLOWER TO LIGHTEN OUR SPIRITS, COMPLETE OUR
SENSES, BRING THE VERY AROMA OF HEAVEN TO OUR WORLD
IN NEED OF WARMING, AND WELCOME OUR HEARTS INTO

THE ETERNAL MYSTERY OF SPRING AND GROWING THINGS.
Q

Elizabeth M. Kelly is an award-winning speaker and the author of six
books, including Reasons | Love Being Catholic, which won the Catholic
Press Association award in 2007 for Best Popular Presentation of the
Faith.
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SPIRITUAL ENRICHMENT RECOMMENDED

LITANY OF THE LOVE OF GOD
(CoMPOSED BY His HOLINESS, POPE P1us VI)
(FOR PRIVATE USE)

OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD MUST TRANSCEND FROM ALL OUR SPIRITUAL
ACTIVITIES. THE HOLY MASS, FIRST AND FOREMOST, PRAYERS AND OUR
RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHERS. WHEN WE MAKE CHOICES, WE NEED TO KNOW THAT
OUR FIRST CHOICE WILL ALWAYS BE GOD ALMIGHTY. IMBUED WITH THIS IN MIND,
IT BRINGS US TO OUR SPIRITUALITY IN RELATION TO THE LITANY OF THE LOVE
OF GOD AS WE PRAY IT IN OUR HEARTS. LET US CONTEMPLATE AND DELVE INTO
THE VERY MEANING OF THIS LITANY.

LORD, HAVE MERCY ON US. CHRIST, HAVE MERCY ON US.

LORD, HAVE MERCY ON US. CHRIST, HEAR US. CHRIST GRACIOUSLY HEAR US.
GOD, THE FATHER OF HEAVEN, HAVE MERCY ON US.

GOD THE SON, REDEEMER OF THE WORLD, HAVE MERCY ON US.

GOD, THE HOLY GHOST, HAVE MERCY ON US. HOLY TRINITY, ONE GOD, HAVE
MERCY ON US. THOU WHO ART INFINITE LOVE, HAVE MERCY ON US.

THOU WHO DIDST FIRST LOVE ME, HAVE MERCY ON US.

THOU WHO COMMANDEST ME TO LOVE THEE, HAVE MERCY ON US.

WITH ALL MY HEART, I LovE THEE, O MY Gop
WITH ALL MY SOUL, I LovE THEE, O MY GoD
WITH ALL MY MIND, I LovE THEE, O MY GoD
WITH ALL MY STRENGTH, I LovE THEE, O MY Gop
ABOVE ALL POSSESSIONS AND HONORS, I LovE THEE, O MY GoD
ABOVE ALL PLEASURES AND ENJOYMENTS, I LovE THEE, O MY GoD

MORE THAN MYSELF, AND EVERYTHING BELONGING TO ME, I LOVE THEE, O MY GOD
MORE THAN ALL MY RELATIVES AND FRIENDS, I LovE THEE, O MY GobD

MORE THAN ALL MEN AND ANGELS, I LOVE THEE, O My Gobp
ABOVE ALL CREATED THINGS IN HEAVEN OR ON EARTH, I LOVE THEE, O MY GoD
ONLY FOR THYSELF, I LovE THEE, O MY Gobp
BECAUSE THOU ART THE SOVEREIGN GOOD, I LOVE THEE, O My Gobp
BECAUSE THOU ART INFINITELY WORTHY OF BEING LOVED, I LOVE THEE, O MY GoD
BECAUSE THOU ART INFINITELY PERFECT, I LovE THEE, O MY GobD

EVEN HADST THOU NOT PROMISED ME HEAVEN, I LOVE THEE, O MY Gob
EVEN HADST THOU NOT MENACED ME WITH HELL, ILoVE THEE, O My Gobp
EVEN SHOULDST THOU TRY ME BY WANT AND MISFORTUNE, I LOVE THEE, O MY GOD

IN WEALTH AND IN POVERTY, I LovE THEE, O MY Gop
IN PROSPERITY AND IN ADVERSITY, I Love THEE, O MY Gop
IN HEALTH AND IN SICKNESS, I LovE THEE, O MY GoD
IN LIFE AND IN DEATH, I Love THEE, O My Gop
IN TIME AND IN ETERNITY, I Love THEE, O MY Gop

IN UNION WITH THAT LOVE WHEREWITH ALL THE
SAINTS AND ALL THE ANGELS LOVE THEE IN HEAVEN, I LOVE THEE, O MY GoDp
IN UNION WITH THAT LOVE WHEREWITH THE

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY LOVETH THEE, I Love THEE, O My Gop
IN UNION WITH THAT INFINITE LOVE WHEREWITH
THOU LOVEST THYSELF ETERNALLY, I Love THEE, O My Gop

PRAYER: MY GOD, WHO DOST POSSESS AN INCOMPREHENSIBLE ABUNDANCE ALL
THAT IS PERFECT AND WORTHY OF LOVE, ANNIHILATE IN ME ALL GUILTY, SENSUAL,
AND UNDUE LOVE FOR CREATURES. KINDLE IN MY HEART THE PURE FIRE OF THY
LOVE, SO THAT I MAY LOVE NOTHING BUT THEE OR IN THEE, UNTIL BEING SO
ENTIRELY CONSUMED BY HOLY LOVE OF THEE, I MAY GO TO LOVE THEE ETERNALLY
WITH THE ELECT IN HEAVEN, THE COUNTRY OF PURE LOVE. AMEN. U
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