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OVERVIEW FOR THE MONTH

www. catholicculture.org

The month of December is dedicated to the
Immaculate Conception, which is celebrated on
December 8 (the feast has been transferred to
December 9 this year). The first 24 days of
December fall during the liturgical season known as
Advent and are represented by the liturgical color
purple. The remaining days of December mark the
beginning of the Christmas season. The liturgical
color changes to white or gold — a symbol of joy,
purity and innocence.

The month of December is filled with expectation
and celebration. Preparation is the key word for the
first 24 days of December. Everyone is getting ready
for Christmas — shopping and decorating, baking
and cleaning. Too often, however, we are so busy
with the material preparations that we lose sight of
the real reason for our activity.

Christmas is a Christian feast — and we must reclaim
it as such! In the same way that a family eagerly

FEASTS FOR DECEMBER

The feasts on the General Roman Calendar
celebrated during the month of December are:

3  Francis Xavier, Memorial

6 Nicholas, Opt. Mem.

7  Ambrose, Memorial

9 Immaculate Conception, Solemnity
11 Damasus I, Opt. Mem.

12 Our Lady of Guadalupe (USA), Feast
13 Lucy, Memorial

14 John of the Cross, Memorial

21 Peter Canisius, Opt. Mem.

23 John of Kanty, Opt. Mem.

24 Christmas Eve, Sunday

25 Christmas, Solemnity

26 Stephen, Feast

27 John, Feast

28 Holy Innocents, Feast

29 Holy Family, Feast

31 Sylvester I, Opt. Mem.

The feast of St. Juan Diego (December 9) is
superseded by the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception which was moved because it fell on
Sunday. St. Thomas Becket (December 29) feast is
superseded by the Feast of the Holy Family. . O

prepares for a baby, so in Advent should we prepare
for the coming of the Christ Child. We should keep
Advent as a season of waiting and longing, of
conversion and of hope and keep our thoughts on
the incredible love and humility of our God in taking
on the flesh of the Virgin Mary. Let us not forget to
prepare a peaceful place in our hearts wherein our
Savior may come to dwell.

The best person we can turn to for help during
Advent is Mary, Christ's and our Mother. She awaited
the day of His birth with more eagerness than any
other human being. Her preparation was complete in
every respect. Let's crown our preparation and
borrow something of Mary's prayerfulness, her purity
and whole-hearted submission to God's will. O

OUR CENACLE CORNER

Seeking a deeper relationship with God
through meditation of passages from Holy
Scriptures

MOVING ON FROM QUR PAST

Exodus 8: 1-7

THE SECOND PLAGUE: FROGS
Acts 10:38
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THE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS: LOOK DEEPER

Peter Kreeft

While Christmas is so familiar that we sometimes wonder whether anything fresh and true
can be said about it, there Is a way to explore its meaning that may seem new to us today,
yet is in fact quite traditional, dating back to the Middle Ages
and the ancient Fathers of the Church.

Modern interpreters often argue about whether a given
Scripture passage should be interpreted literally or
symbolically. Medieval writers would question the
“either/or” approach. They thought a passage could have
as many as four “right” interpretations, one literal and
three symbolic.

These were: (1) the historical or literal, which is the
primary sense on which the others all depend; (2) the
prophetic sense when an Old Testament event
foreshadows its New Testament fulfillment; (3) the moral
or spiritual sense, when events and characters in a story
correspond to elements in our own lives; and (4) the
eschatological sense, when a scene on earth foreshadows
something of heavenly glory.

This symbolism is legitimate because it doesn’t detract
from the historical, literal sense, but builds on and
expands it. It's based on the theologically sound premise
that history too symbolizes, or points beyond itself, for
God wrote three books, not just one: nature and history
as well as Scripture. The story of history is composed not
only of “events,” but of words, signs and symbols. This is
unfamiliar to us only because we have lost a sense of
depth and exchanged it for a flat, one-dimensional,
“bottom-line” mentality in which everything means only
one thing.

Let's try to recapture the riches of this lost worldview by
applying the spiritual sense of the Christmas story to our
lives. For that story happens not only once, in history, but
also many times in each individual’s soul. Christ comes to
the world — but He also comes to each of us. Advent
happens over and over again.

There are two ways to connecting the historical and the
spiritual senses. The Jesuit method, from St. Ignatius’
“Spiritual Exercises,” tells us to imaginatively place
ourselves into the Gospel stories. The older Augustinian
method tells us to look for elements of the story in our
lives. We shall be using this latter method as we survey
the scene in Bethlehem for the next four weeks.

Look at your Nativity set. Around the Christ Child you see
four people or groups: Mary, Joseph, the wise men and
the shepherds. We are all around the Christ Child, defined

by our relationship to Him; we are all Marys, Josephs,
wise men or shepherds.

The Shepherds
Let's consider the shepherds first.

They are peasants: simple, hard-working, honest people.
Under our layers of modern sophistication and education,
we are all peasants. It's the peasant soul in us, the child
in us, that hears angels, that is hailed by the heavenly
glory, that dares to hope
and wonder with awe.

The shepherds are
outdoors, exposed to God’s
sky, not protected by
human artifice. Even when
we're in an office,
surrounded by technology,
the shepherd-self in us is
always in this situation. No
place is safe from God's
invasion.

What the simple
shepherds do is the
highest and holiest

thing any saint or
mystic ever does,
on earth orin
heaven.

They are “keeping watch by

night.” In the darkness they wait and watch, like the little
child at the center of our souls. And it's in the darkness
that the heavenly light dawns. In the silence is heard the
angels’ song. Kierkegaard said, “If I could prescribe only
one remedy for all the ills of the modern world, I would
prescribe silence. For even if the Word of God were
proclaimed, no one would hear it; there is too much
noise. Therefore, create silence.”

The shepherds are “keeping watch over their sheep,” as
our soul watches over its body with its flock of desires,
responsible for the care and direction of our herd or
instincts. It's as we go about this humdrum daily business
that supernatural grace comes to us through the ministry
of angels. We do not usually see them, as the shepherds
did, but they are there. In heaven we will recognize them,
and their role in our lives. “So it was you all the time! It
was you who were there...then...”

“The glory of the Lord shone round about them.” This is
the shekinah, the heavenly light that had appeared visibly
over the Ark of the Covenant and on Mount Sinai. We can
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still see it, but only with the inner eye of faith. Only if we
believe, do we see.

“They were afraid.” We fear the unknown, the opening
skies, the passages between worlds, like birth and death.
Even when the angel says, “Fear not,” the event is no less
momentous. The awe is now joyful, not fearsome; but it's
still “awe-full.” It is “good tidings of great joy.” Joy can be
as awesome as fear. The Good News, the incredible event
of the Incarnation, is the most joyful and the most
awesome news we have ever heard.

The angel tells the shepherds that this event is “to you.”
Not just to “mankind” in general, but to us, these ordinary
individuals — Almighty God comes to our fields, stables,
offices and homes. This is no prerecorded message; this
is God calling us up personally.

The shepherds’ response is immediate and practical: “Let
us go to Bethlehem.” The angel’'s message has power; it
moves people to go. When Cicero addressed the Roman
senate, everyone said, “How beautifully he speaks!” But
they remained in their seats. Yet when Demosthenes
addressed the Greek army, they leaped up, clashed spear
upon shield and said, “Let us march!”

The angels are like Demosthenes. Scholars, seeing
angels, say, “Let us interpret this.” Shepherds, seeing
angels, say, “Let us go.” Karl Marx was profoundly right
when he said, “Philosophers have only interpreted the
world, the thing is to change it.” Both bad religion
(Marx’s) and good religion (Christ’s) change the world.

Unlike the wise men, the shepherds have no gifts to bring
Christ. They are poor beggars — like us. “Just As I Am” is
our song. They come with dirt under their fingernails and
in their souls. They come to receive, not to bargain; to
wonder, not to understand. They run to Bethlehem to fall
on their knees — that is, to fulfill the ultimate purpose for
which we were all created.

Like us, the shepherds need to come only a short way to
meet Him, from the fields to the stable. But He came an
infinite distance to meet them; from heaven to earth,
from eternity to time, from infinite joy to squalor,
suffering and death. He desired that meeting with all His
heart. For that meeting the very stars that sang on that
holy night were created as mere stage props. What the
simple shepherds do is the highest and holiest thing any
saint or mystic ever does, on earth or in heaven.

It is the thing we shall be doing for all eternity: loving and
adoring God. We had better learn from the shepherds and
start practicing now.

Wise Men Still Seek Him
“WISE MEN still seek Him,"” reads the bumper sticker.

Fools think they are wise, so they do not search. The
three wise men go on a pilgrimage, on a search, because
they know they are not wise.

Just as saints know they are sinners but sinners think
they are saints, good people do not call themselves “good
people” and wise men do not call themselves wise.

Thus, the wise seek. And all seekers find, according to our
Lord’'s own promise. But only seekers find. If the wise
man in us will travel far from home, comfort and security,
then we may arrive at Bethlehem.

As Pascal says, there are only three kinds of people:
those who have sought God and found Him (these are
reasonable and happy), those who are seeking God and
have not yet found Him (these are reasonable and
unhappy), and those who neither seek God nor find Him
(these are unreasonable and unhappy). Everyone in the
second class makes it into the first; all seekers find. But
only seekers.

The wise men came
from “the East,” the
land of the rising sun,
the symbol of hope.
Any pilgrimage we
begin in seeking God,
in any part of our
lives, is undertaken
for this motive. Hope
is one of the three
most necessary
things in the world,
one of the three
theological  virtues.
Hope is our energy,
our  trigger, our
motive power.

They make their
pilgrimage from East
to West. Oriental

The wise men come to
worship, just as the
shepherds do. That's why
they are wise; not because
they know the means, the
way, but because they
know the end; not because
they lift their heads to the
stars but because they bow
their knees to the Baby.
Wisdom is not the pride of
cleverness in knowledge,
but the humility of holiness.
“The fear of the Lord, that
is the beginning of
wisdom.”

wisdom must turn
West to find Christ, and the West — Rome — must go
East. For Christ is born at the center. He is at the center
of all things metaphysically, so it’s fitting that He be born
at the physical center of the world as well, between East
and West, North and South, between ancient and modern
times. All time centers on Him; all dates are B.C. or A.D.
Everything is relative to Him. He is the absolute.

The East’s mentality is mystical and mythical. The Eastern
mind has no trouble believing in the supernatural. It
needs to make a pilgrimage to the material and the
natural, to the Christ in whom all truths in myths become
historical fact. He is the dying and rising God myths point
to like a star.

The West, on the other hand, has a practical, materialistic
mentality. This was true of Rome and it’s still true of the
modern West. It must make a pilgrimage to the East, to
the spiritual and the supernatural. Christ is everything:
Each culture can become whole only in Him.
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The wise men have seen His sign. They were eagerly
looking, ready and alert like the shepherds, “keeping
watch by night” over their flock of responsibilities — the
heavens. The stars were their sheep. The earthly
shepherds were surprised by angels from heaven, while
the heaven-gazing wise men were surprised by a baby in
a cow barn.

Like the shepherds, they came — a long, dangerous
journey. But nothing is more dangerous than missing
Christ. Life itself is a journey, a pilgrimage. The image of
the road is perhaps the most powerful in all our literature,
especially all our great epics: "“Gilgamesh,” “The
Odyssey,” “The Aeneid,” “The Divine Comedy,” “The Lord
of the Rings.” For man, as distinct from everything else,
life is a search for our true identity. Man alone has an
identity crisis. And that true identity is found only in God,
for He alone, as our Author and Designer, has the secret
of our identity in His eternal plan. “Your life is hid with
Christ in God,” says St. Paul, and “our citizenship is in
heaven.”

The wise men come to worship, just as the shepherds do.
That's why they are wise; not because they know the
means, the way, but because they know the end; not
because they lift their heads to the stars but because they
bow their knees to the Baby. Wisdom is not the pride of
cleverness in knowledge, but the humility of holiness.
“The fear of the Lord, that is the beginning of wisdom.”

Different from the shepherds in every way but one —
rich, not poor; Eastern, not Western; clever, not simple;
from afar, not from near; unearthy, not earthy — yet they
are like the shepherds in “the one thing necessary”: Like
Mary, they sit at Jesus’ feet. They know the end of their
pilgrimage. They know the ultimate purpose of human
existence; adoration of God and love of man in Christ, the
God-man. Whether we are like the shepherds or like the
wise men therefore matters not at all. “In Christ there is
neither Jew nor Greek, male or female, slave or free.”

They bring gifts. They open their treasures. Some of us
have rich talents to bring to Christ; others, like the
shepherds, have only themselves, their poverty, their
work. What matters is not what we give but whether we
give, how much we give (all, like the widow’s pence), and
how we give (freely, “for God loves a cheerful giver”).

Remember: Life too is a gift. God gives us our lives, our
very existence, and then His life in substitution when we
forfeited ours by sin. Our fundamental response to God
must be like His to us: the gift of self.

For that is the inescapable law, since it is the very nature
of ultimate reality, the Blessed Trinity itself. The Father
eternally gives Himself to the Son, and the Son in return
eternally gives Himself to the Father, and the Holy Spirit
eternally proceeds from them as this mutual gift of love,
so real that He eternally becomes a distinct Person.

Marriage and childbearing are holy because they dimly
reflect this ultimate reality on a biological level.

Gold, frankincense and myrrh were their gifts, and must
be ours. Gold is for Christ the King. Frankincense is for
Christ the prophet. Myrrh, burial spices, is for Christ the
priest who will offer Himself up to death in sacrifice for
us. We too must give Christ our gold, our homage,
acclaiming Him king of our lives. The fullness of His
kingdom is us, our lives; for His kingdom is the Church
and we are the Church.

We must give Him our frankincense; we must smell, taste
and see His words, His prophetic good news. He is
Himself His news; the message is the messenger.

And we must give Him our myrrh, accept His death for us,
participate in His death and burial to be saved. “Were you
there when they crucified my Lord?” The wise men were
there, even though their bodies had returned 33 years
before Calvary to the East or to the dust. At Mass we
become present at Calvary. We offer our gifts —
extensions of our selves — and He transforms them, gifts
and selves, into His Body.

Three wise men, three gifts, three offices (prophet, priest
and king), three parts of the human soul (intellect, heart
and will) because the Inventor and Designer of man is
three. The medieval mind saw Trinitarian echoes
everywhere, for a very good reason: Everything is made
by the Trinity, and what is made must reflect its Maker.
Our fear of “fanciful symbolism” is fanciful; our preference
for the “realistic” is unrealistic.

The wise men are warned in a dream and protected
against Herod. That in us which seeks and finds
wisdom — the soul — is not harmed by the powers of the
world. Even Socrates knew that “no evil can happen to a
good man.” Our modern-day Herods may have killed the
bodies of 18 million holy innocents since Roe vs. Wade,
but they cannot kill those innocents’ souls, only their own.

“They returned praising God,"” for they came seeking God.
As St. Augustine says in the last, great sentence of his
“Confessions”: “They that seek the Lord shall find Him,
and they that find Him shall praise Him.”

The wisdom-seeking wise man in us, the intellect, can
praise God too. The computer in us knows nothing of
praise, any more than the computer outside us does, but
the God-seeking intellect does. A computer can calculate,
but only a man or woman can praise. It is the end for
which we were created.

Joseph & The Power of Obedience

Being the “strong silent type,” Joseph says little in the
Gospels. Yet he does much just by being there and by
being himself: Joseph the just; Joseph the worker; Joseph
the foster-father, the reliable, the available.
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Like most men in most cultures, Joseph speaks by his
daily work. In this ordinariness, Christ is present, a man
as human and even as ordinary as Joseph, a carpenter.

Like Mary, who quietly pondered in her heart (Luke 2:19),
Joseph stands there in the manger scene, in silent
readiness. That is how Christ comes to him, to Mary, to
us.

Christ had invaded Joseph’s
life most intimately just
when it seemed God had
abandoned him to tragedy:
His beloved Mary was
pregnant, but not by him.

Joseph suffers in silence.
Noise, fussiness, rebellion
and busyness cover over
inner hurts; perhaps that’s
why there is so much of
these qualities in our world.

Thus Joseph, like
Mary, shares in the
work of redemption.
And so do we. That is
the ultimate dignity of
daily work and
obedience. It saves
the world.

Joseph responds to his &
crisis both justly and charitably; in him “justice and peace
meet together.” He resolves to “put Mary away,” i.e,. to
break the solemn engagement rather than live a lie. That
is justice. But for Mary’s sake, “privately.” That is charity.

Then the angel came to him, as he had come to Mary
earlier and would come later to the shepherds. Only the
gentiles, the wise men from the East, had no angel. But
they had the stars to guide them, and they too were
God’s messengers leading to Christ, as St. Paul says
natural reason can do (Rom. 1:19-20).

The angelic message, as usual, begins with “fear not.” For
the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and
Joseph was a wise man. But it is not the end. Fear exists
to be overcome with love (1 John 4:18).

The angel, God’s news broadcaster, announces the good
news, the ev-angel-ium: that this apparent tragedy was
God’s work. God, not man, certified by His angel that this
revelation, this Word of God, this Christ, was from God,
and not man, from a divine father, not a human one.

Joseph provided for Mary and Jesus: travel to Bethlehem,
shelter for the birth and later safety in Egypt from
murderous Herod. But Joseph could not afford a horse,
only a donkey. He could not get a room in the inn, only a
cattle stall. He may have thought himself a failure as a
provider, as many a man feels today if he cannot afford
to give his family “the best.” But he has not failed; he can
be “the best.” Look how Mary and Jesus turned out under
Joseph'’s providence.

But his work was for them, not for him. He was no work
addict. He is not always in his carpenter shop; but he is
always there for his family.

Even Satan cannot defeat this simple man. Satan inspires
Herod to slaughter the innocents, as he inspires our

modern Herods to the holocaust of abortion. But Satan
fails because Joseph obeys God’s angel and provides for
his family: two deeds of ordinariness that are more
powerful against the very forces of hell than anything else
in the world. Take away all the Nobel Prize winners and
humanity would still survive. But take away obedience to
God and loyalty to family, and even with a million Nobel
Prize winners, humanity is doomed. And these are
precisely the two traditional values most imperiled in our
time.

When the threat passes, Joseph takes his family home.
Home — that holy word, symbolic of heaven.
Homecoming was cruelly delayed but Joseph was patient
and did not run ahead of God, whatever the
circumstances. Travel to and living in a foreign land were
no vacation then; rather, they involved real hardship. But
to run ahead of God onto our own path is to run out of
the only real safety (however dangerous it appears) into
danger (however safe it appears).

If Joseph had been less obedient, Mary and Jesus may
not have survived. The gates of hell cannot prevail
against the Church, but the same divine Providence which
wills that end also wills the means: our faithfulness, our
free choice to trust and obey, like Joseph.

Joseph appears briefly 12 years later when Jesus is lost
and found in the Temple. Surely he shared Mary’s pain of
loss and joy of finding, as we do whenever we lose Christ
in disobedience and find Him in reconciliation. We too find
Jesus in the Church, where He is even now “going about
His Father’s business.” Unlike Mary, Joseph was a sinner.
Mary shared only our pain in losing Christ; Joseph also
shared our guilt. No sinner was ever so humanly close to
Christ as Joseph was.

We hear absolutely nothing more about Joseph. The rest
of his life is as silent as Christ’s silent, Joseph-like years.
These years are like the hidden troughs of a wave which
propel it forward: The visible froth on the crest is only the
effect. Never think God has put you on the shelf; He has
only planted you in the ground.

The last thing Scripture says about Joseph is that Christ
was subject to him and Mary and grew in soul and body
(Luke 2:51-52). Obedience is food. Christ grew by
obeying. Later He said “Doing the will of Him who sent
me and bringing His work to completion is my food” (John
4:34).

Christ practiced first toward Mary and Joseph the
substance of what He preached, the way of obedience,
the simple secret of all sanctity, Mary's “fiat,” the will's
“yes.” “Son (of God) though He was, He learned
obedience through suffering” later at Calvary, because He
had first learned it earlier in Nazareth. The perfect fruit
was plucked on Calvary only because it had grown and
been nourished under Joseph’s and Mary’s care. That is
what parenting is: spiritual gardening.
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Thus Joseph, like Mary, shares in the work of redemption.
And so do we. That is the ultimate dignity of daily work
and obedience. It saves the world. Our acts of love to
God and neighbor can save souls from hell, souls we have
never met in this life. (What a merry meeting it would be
to encounter them in the next!)

Like the angels, we are unseen actors behind the scenes
of the play, helping with the stage sets or the lighting,
unspectacular but necessary roles in the great drama of
salvation. And that is the significance of our daily work
(and that of St. Joseph the Worker). It is the sacrament
of the ordinary.

Mary: Humankind's Only Boast

In the Nativity scene, everyone is grouped around the
Christ child. For He is the center of everything.

"By Him and for Him all things were created” (Col. 1:16).
Even the animals, even the star, group themselves
around Him. But especially, people surround Him.

We've so far explored three of the four persons or groups
around Christ in the créche, and we've searched for the
significance of the shepherds, the wise men and Joseph in
our own lives. Now we turn to Mary, the fourth and most
important figure near Jesus, the one who surrounds Him
with her very flesh.

Immediately a problem arises. How can we identify with
an immaculately conceived woman who never
experienced original sin; the woman who is “our tainted
nature’s solitary boast,” as Coventry Patmore sang of her?
How can we discover in ourselves the privilege of being
Theotokos, the Mother of God? We can find the simple
shepherd, the questing wise man or the silent, faithful
Joseph in ourselves perhaps, but how can we find Mary?

Yet, find her we must. We must beware lest we set Mary
at a distance, as medieval people set Christ at a distance
and because of that, turned to Mary instead as the loving
one, the close one, to close the gap. This is a mistake, of
course, for there is no gap; or rather, Christ Himself
closed it. And so does Mary, for she sends us right to
Christ, and Christ sends us to the Father, so that there is
not gap left. No gap between Father and Son: “He who
has seen Me has seen the Father.” No gap between Christ
and Mary, for her task is to show unto us, the blessed
fruit of her womb, Jesus.

Mary shows us the way. Christ does not show us the way.
He is the Way, the Truth and the Life. Finally, there is no
gap between us and Mary either, for we can all find Mary
within ourselves, if we are Christians. Mary is the
archetypal Christian.

But she was immaculately conceived! Yes, but so is the
supernatural life of grace in our souls. To be Christian at
all, to be baptized and born again by water in the Spirit, is
to have something immaculate in us that can endure the
very light of heaven and the gaze of God: a share in

divine life. To us too, the angelic salutation comes: “Hail,
full of grace! The Lord is with you!” If we are not full of
grace, if the Lord is not with us, we are not saved.

The angel said to Mary, “The Holy Spirit will come upon
you and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
hence the holy offspring to be born of you will be called
Son of God” (Luke 1:35). But we are addressed by the
same angelic news. Our soul, like Mary’s body, is to
receive God Himself if
only we, like her,
believe, consent and
receive; if only we
speak her truly magic
word fiat, “let it be.” It
is the creative word,
the word God used to
create the universe.

But Mary is a woman;
how can a man identify
with her? Because as the
saints say, to God we are
all feminine. Even the
Latin word “soul,” anima,
is feminine. Woman
symbolizes the soul in its
relation to God better
than man does. We do
not impregnate God; God
impregnates us with His

If we speak Mary’s
word, then the Word of
God is born in our souls
just as really as He was
in Mary’s body and just
as really as He is in the

Eucharist. What life.
happened in

Bethlehem, what

happens in our souls |

and what happens

when we receive the Eucharist is the same event under
three different modes. It is simply the most important
thing that ever happened or can happen. It is the
Incarnation.

That's why Mary is the archetypal Christian. In her
happens the thing bigger than the Big Bang, more
creative than creation, the thing that also happens in us.
Kierkegaard says, “Do you think it is a great thing for God
to create the universe out of nothing? I will tell you a
greater thing He does: He creates saints out of sinners.”

That too is truly creation, bara. This unique Hebrew word
means not to make out of something but to create out of
nothing. Only God can do it. It's what David prays for in
Psalm 51: “Create in me a clean heart, O God.” The
Incarnation — in Mary and in us — is God’s answer to
that most fundamental of all human needs.

But how can we identify with Mary if she is a type of the
Church, the very house of God? Because we are the
Church, the body of Christ, the house of God.

Continued on Page 10
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GobD TOUCHED ME

WHATEVER YOU DID TO THE LEAST OF MY BROTHER
By MB

"..... the natural dislocation will test all your hearts
to be more caring for the needs of others.”

As the liturgical celebration of Advent
approaches, the birth of our Lord Jesus
becomes the focal point of this celebration.
Christmas this year will be different
especially for those people who are victims
of personal tragedy and natural disasters. In
the Philippines for instance, the central part
of the country was hit by the most powerful
typhoon (as it is called in the Pacific) ever
recorded in history. The typhoon
Haiyan/Yolanda brought misery and distress
to those left behind after the tempest. Why
this country in the Pacific? This one only God
could answer! The subsequent drama of life
to extend help to those survivors, this one
we can answer!

The macro level of assistance that emanates
from the different hemispheres of the world
was tremendous and unprecedented! The
simplicity of extending a helping hand
especially by the devotees of the Spiritual
Army of God the Father strikes me as heart-
warming, with a sense of brotherhood and if
you will, a way how God has really touched
us all!

That touch of God not just through ritualistic
prayers and acclamations but through
actions is a serving example of the Gospel,
our good deeds we have extended to the

-- Mary, Your Lady of Peace

least of our brothers. I am in awe at how
each devotee has shared their talent, time
and most especially their treasures to better
the lives of the survivors.

The response of the devotees to financially
aid the victims of Haiyan, did reflect the
works of God as we pulled together a total
sum of $1,800. We have practically
disbursed these funds through medical
mission($800) in which one of our doctor
devotees is participating himself; personal
assistance ($400) to one of the devotees'
family in the Philippines and to non-
governmental foundation contribution ($300)
operating in the Philippines. The works in
God's glory continues from the hearts of the
devotees, when one suggested that instead
of holding the Christmas party at one of the
banquet halls, the money be earmarked
instead to assist in the relief efforts of the
Haiyan/Yolanda victims in the Philippines .

It is not the price tag that matters in this
time of crisis, but the heart that speaks and
the reflection of God's essence on how we
are touched not just by the devotional
prayers, but by good deeds we extend to
our brothers and sisters. This is a true test
of our deep relationship with God!!'! O
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THANK YOU

... asmall and simple phrase that comes from a grateful heart!

Psalm 106:2

FOR PRAYERS HEARD AND PETITIONS GRANTED

Two To Love

We thank you Lord for the many blessings you granted us, most
especially for giving us our two miracles! We cannot thank you
enough for always hearing our prayers and requests. We are
forever grateful.

We love you,
Maybel & Romel

Marilen’s Best Birthday Ever!
Greetings Prayer Warriors of God our Father,

On behalf of Marilen Flores | thank you all for all your love,
well wishes and prayers for her. | cannot fully express how
much joy and relief we feel over Marilen's recovery. A month
ago her doctor had already diagnosed her condition as
permanent and can only get worse as the years go by, but
through the Grace of God, your prayers and your love, she has
recovered and our wish that she be able to celebrate her
birthday with her family came true. God is truly wonderful
blessing us with prayer warriors who storm the gates of heaven
with unceasing prayers on behalf of other people! Tita Alice
and Tito Vic and everyone who joined the Spiritual Army’s 2011
Pilgrimage know that | wasn't a believer but what a miracle this
was! The pilgrimage opened up my eyes and His miracle to my
friend opened up my heart to Him. Truly God is so wonderful
and loving! My thanks go to all of you, all our thanks and love
go to all of you who prayed for Marilen.

On a side note, Marilen is doing so much better than before and
she can eat soft foods and her reaction quotient is reaching 7-
7.5 points from a 4 already! She still can only talk a few words
every now and then but she now smiles! And that makes
everything better. Although she still has a ways to go, I'm
absolutely sure that by the Grace of God our Father, she'll be
able to pull through and live a normal life again.

Thank you all and may God bless us all for He blesses us all
because of His Warriors!

Always with love,
James Buenaventura Cua

A Life Extended to Witness Another Gift of New Life

First of all, thank you so much for all of your prayers and for
your love for my family.

My cousin Cissy had a back surgery to replace the plates and
rods, screws of which shifted to her spine, a few months ago.
This is her eighth back surgery. While on the operating table,
her heart stopped for six minutes. She was pronounced dead
only to start breathing again to the shock of her medical team!

She was immediately transferred to Intensive Care, her back left
opened until four days later, completing her plates and rods
replacement — with her cardiologist and other specialists
present. Up to this day, the doctors have no explanation why
her heart stopped for six minutes and came back again!

Cissy is recovering well, walking with the aid of a cane and now
working from home. And feeling even more blessed with the
birth of Mariah, her first grandchild from her one and only Son,
a week before her dying and coming back to life again!

Cissy’s Cousin, Francine

God’s Will Be Done

What do you do when your mother’s doctor meet with you to
agree on planned date to pull the plug on her respirator because
all prognosis is that she is dying — and soon?

You pray and beg God that this is not a decision for you or your
family to make — but His Will Be Done — His time, His Way!
Thank you Lord for hearing our prayers and for extending our
Mother, Rosita Ascueta’s life -- no matter how short or long.

Mother’s health condition a day before the scheduled pull out
improved -- prompting doctors to send her to Hospice instead
where she now gets palliative care.

With grateful thanks
for all your intercessory prayers,
C. A. Pablico & Family

Conservatorship for A Special Child

My son with developmental disability recently turned 18 and is
now viewed as an adult. He is, however, not ready and doesn’t
possess the ability to make adult decisions independently. But
through God’s leading us to the people who truly care, | have
passed the legal proceeding to be appointed as the responsible
person [Limited Conservator] with certain rights that will
enable me to act in the best interest of my son relating to his
training, education, medical and psychological services, and
social and vocational opportunities that will help him develop
maximum self-reliance and independence.

We thank you Lord for this blessing. We continue to ask You to
guide us and our son into the right path so that he may become
the adult You want him to be and to have a happy, fulfilled life.
We know that you are just as concerned about the future of Your
special needs children as You are for Your non-disabled
children.

Cora & Nestor Pace

Continued on next page
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THE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS: LOOK DEEPER

Continued from Page 7

In Mary is both virgin and mother! Yes, and so are we.
The divine life in us is also virginal, with no fleshly father.
“What is born of the flesh is flesh, what is born of the
Spirit is spirit” (John 3:6). And we conceive, bear and
nurture that precious seed of divine life in our souls as
Mary did in her womb; we too “mother” God. That is why
St. Paul says, “For me to live is Christ,” and "I live,
nevertheless not I, but Christ lives in me.”

But Mary was assumed into heaven! Yes, and so shall we
be, in the Resurrection.

But Mary is the Queen of heaven! Yes, and she is our
mother, and a mother loves nothing more than to share
with her children all her privileges. Even now she is
helping Christ prepare our heavenly home, decorating our
rooms for us.

But Mary is a woman; how can a man identify with her?
Because as the saints say, to God we are all feminine.
Even the Latin word “soul,” anima, is feminine. Woman
symbolizes the soul in its relation to God better than man
does. We do not impregnate God; God impregnates us
with His life.

The very receptivity, the very secondness, of the feminine
is thus raised to privileged status, as the Magnificat
shows. The lowly, quiet, womblike, receptive power of the
soul, the response to the divine husband’s initiative — this
is the highest and most precious thing in us. Mary is our
true self.

When you look at your Nativity set, at this most natural
and ordinary thing in the world, a mother and a newborn
baby, you are reading a pictorial newspaper headline that
announces the most extraordinary event in history; the
Maker of Mary was made by Mary; the One who
surrounds the stars is surrounded by Mary’s womb; the
Creator consented to come into His creature because she
consented to have Him.

And unto us as well. Every time we consent to His
perpetual proposal, every time we make an act of faith,
and every time we receive the Eucharist, we redo Mary's
fiat and make Christmas happen. O

Kreeft, Peter. “The Meaning of Christmas: Look Deeper.”
National Catholic Register (December 1986).
Republished by permission of the author.
The National Catholic Register is published weekly by Circle Media, Inc.

Peter Kreeft has written extensively (over 25 books) in the areas of
Christian apologetics. Peter Kreeft teaches at Boston College in Boston
Massachusetts. He is on the Advisory Board of the
Catholic Education Resource Center.

Copyright © 1986 National Catholic Register

THANK YOu
Continued from Page 8

A New Heart

For our dear friend, Dr. Ding Perez’ successful open heart
surgery, continued healing and recovery, we give thanks and
praises O God!

Evelyn, Alice & Victor

Ask and You Shall Receive

Before we went on vacation to Philadelphia, | googled the sites,
church, shrine within walking distance of our hotel, and checked
the 10-day weather forecast. Lots of historical sites came up
and only one church, the Cathedral. The rest of the
churches/religious shrines were far and even found in another
city. The 10-day forecast showed one day with snow or
precipitation, one day with sun, and the rest were either cloudy
or partially cloudy. So I prayed to Sto. Nino for us to be able to
visit more churches/shrines and to give us good weather with no
rain, no snow — cloudy is fine, and a safe trip, in addition to my
usual prayers to Him. We stayed for five days and the weather
was sunny and bright though quite cold. The snowy day turned
into a slight snow flurry early in the morning for about 30
minutes and none for the rest of the day. The newscaster said
that the snow stopped around the border of the city. We were
able to visit three Roman Catholic churches, all within walking
distance. One church by the Capuchin Friars had five masses a
day on weekdays and daily exposition of the Blessed Sacrament;
another church had the relic of St. Therese of the Child Jesus,
and the third church had a piece of St. Rita de Cascia’s skin and
the pillow on which her hands rested when she died. | thank
Sto. Nino for hearing my prayers and for making our stay in
Philadelphia not just a safe and enjoyable vacation but also an
unplanned pilgrimage.

Evelyn & Robert
Las Vegas, Nevada

Continue earnestly in prayer,
being vigilant in it with thanksgiving ... Col 4:2.

I am sending this message out to all those who have prayed for
my mother, CARLOTA ALFELOR throughout her Spinal
Surgery procedure. We, the Alfelor Family are eternally
grateful for your spiritual support and prayers during such an
anxious and scary time. We are pleased and relieved to let you
all know that she has come out of surgery with no major
complications and is now facing a long road to recovery.
Although each day is still a challenge of physical therapy and
nerve re-adjustments, she is staying strong to get through it
successfully! We thank you all very much and wish you all our
love and gratitude.

Raymond Alfelor
Northridge, California
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2000 HAIL MARY DEVOTION

The Spiritual Army of God the Father acknowledges with thanks our generous December
sponsors of the 2000 Hail Mary Devotion. We are grateful that we have merited their
partnership and support in providing a venue of spirituality and fellowship for the
devotees of our Blessed Mother. The devotion continues to be a constant success.

Las Vegas, Nevada

Cora Agudo

Los Angeles, California

Victor, Alice & April Araneta | Dorothy Ikeri
Sulay Leon-Pilcher | Alice Ng

Lilia Tuazon, Coordinator

Seeking Two More Sponsors
please e-mail Victor at
victor.a@spiritualarmyofgod.org

| am your Mother Mary. Focus my children
on how to extend your hands to the needs of
others. The needs of basic human existence

through cleansing of human behavior as
planned by God as natural dislocations will
continue to come.

Pray, pray, pray my children. God is
merciful and compassionate. | will continue
to intercede for you my children.

- Mary, Your Lady of Grace
11162013
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SPIRITUAL ARMY NEWS DISPATCH

CHRISTMAS PARTY MONIES TURN TO DONATIONS

Instead of spending for this year's Christmas party, the
devotees have agreed amongst themselves to pool all
the money earmarked for this party and donate them to
the victims of Haiyan/Yolanda super typhoon. This
donation will be given directly to individuals or
organizations operating in the affected areas.

This is indeed a reflection of a true Christmas spirit and
a fete that responds to our Lord's call to extend your
hearts not only beyond your own physical necessity but
toward others' physical needs. We have passed our
moves from prayers and acclamations to temporal
works of God's loving mercy for each of His creation! O

BABY GIRL AND MAN OF LIFE AS BLESSINGS

Patience and perseverance are truly God-given virtues.

When all situations are beyond repair, Gemma, a
devotee was only in tears and distress about two years
ago. Her job and immigration status were gone but not
her belief and faith. Her story was featured in the God
Touched Me column of our 1% Saturday Newsletter in its
April 2012 issue.

Just last 1% Saturday in November Gemma paid us a
visit with her precious baby girl, Hannah Grace, and her
loving husband, Brian. Their presence provided an
inspiration to all devotees as living testimonies of God's
plan fulfiled for those who wait with faith and
perseverance. U

UPCOMING
EVENTS

Toy DRIVE FOR THE
CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL
[ONGOING]

FEAST DAY OF

THE HOLY INFANT JESUS
SATURDAY, JANUARY 18, 2014
ST. CASIMIR CATHOLIC CHURCH
2718 ST GEORGE STREET

Los ANGELES, CA 90027

SAVE THE DATE

AND SAVE UP FOR A
PILGRIMAGE TO

MOTHER MARY’S
APPARITION SHRINES
PORTUGAL | SPAIN | FRANCE
DECEMBER 4-21, 2014

DAILY ACTIVITIES AND OTHER
INFORMATION ARE AVAILABLE AT
WWW.SPIRITUALARMYOFGOD.ORG

$400 GUARANTEES YOUR
RESERVATION AND YOU HAVE UNTIL
OCTOBER 3, 2014 1O PAY
PILGRIMAGE COST
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DEVOTION SCHEDULE

oW

THE SPIRITUAL ARMY OF GOD THE FATHER
cordially invites you to the following devotions:

IN LOS ANGELES:

1st Saturday Devotion
The Convent of the Sister Disciples of the Divine Master | 501 N. Beaudry Avenue| (213) 250-7962
Holy Mass starts at 8:30 A.M. |1% Saturday Devotional Prayers follow.

Devotion to God the Father
Every 1st Sunday of the Month
The Monastery of the Angels | 1977 Carmen Avenue on Gower| (323) 466-2186
11:20 A.M. - Rosary to the Father| 11:50 A.M. - Holy Mass
1:00 P.M. - Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Confession ongoing from 11:20 A.M. to 11:45 P.M.

2000 Hail Mary Devotion — December 21, 2013

at the Convent of the Sister Disciples of the Divine Master| starting at 8:30 a.m.
Please call Victor at (213) 385-7798 if you wish to become a Sponsor of the 2000 Hail Mary Devotion.

IN LAS VEGAS:

1* Saturday Devotion
at The Cenacle House in The Enclave | 8455 West Sahara Avenue #172, | Las Vegas, NV 89117 at 1:00 PM
Cenacle will be at 10:00 AM before the devotional prayers.
Please call Evelyn at (702)274-4315 for entry to The Enclave or for more information.

Devotion to God the Father
Every 1* Sunday of the month from 2:00 to 3:30 P.M.

at The Cenacle House in The Enclave | 8455 West Sahara Avenue #172, | Las Vegas, NV 89117

2000 Hail Mary Devotion — December 14, 2013
Please call (702) 255-9616 or (702) 274-4315 for
dates and venues for the coming months or for more information or if you wish to Sponsor the Devotion.

IN LAUGHLIN, NEVADA:

1* Saturday Devotion
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church | 3055 EI Mirage Way
Holy Mass starts at 8:00 A.M. Devotional prayers follow.

IN NORTHERN CALIFORNIA:

1st Saturday Devotion
2000 Hail Mary Devotion
Please call (650) 766-2071 for dates and venues for the coming months or for more information.
For Sacramento:
Please call Precy Rieta (916) 564-3733 | Caring Sturgill (916) 897-3194 | Maria Rosario (916) 230-7756.

IN SAN DIEGO

Rosary to the Father
Monday — Saturday after the 8:00 A.M. Mass [Look for Iris Haj]
St. Mary’s Church | 1160 S. Broadway | Escondido, CA 92025

IN THE PHILIPPINES

2000 Hail Mary Devotion - Metro Manila Area
Letty Rollan has organized the 2000 Hail Mary Devotion in various areas of Metro Manila
through the members of the “Mother Butler.” Please call her U.S. Vonage phone (510) 779-6652, text her
at Manila #916-384-9300, and/or call her Manila landline 939-4677. Mention Mila Lumba's name to be recognized.




